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Anne MacLellan

BIOGRAPHY

Anne MacLellan is a Wellcome Trust funded PhD student in the Centre for the History of Medicine in Ireland, in University College Dublin.  The title of her thesis is 'The contribution of Dorothy Price to the eradication of tuberculosis in Ireland'.

ABSTRACT

Beyond the Crozier: the Irish National Anti-Tuberculosis League Reconsidered
Ireland's response to tuberculosis, from the late 19th to the mid 20th century, differed from that of most other developed nations in that it never had a full-blown national anti-tuberculosis league.  Within ten years of Robert Koch's demonstration in 1882, that tuberculosis was caused by a bacterium, national anti-tuberculosis leagues were formed in many countries in an attempt to educate the public and to pursue various palliative, preventative and curative regimes.  The leagues were usually charitable ventures, run by the laity with some medical input.  Success was variable, with some leagues funding research, vaccination programmes, sanitoria and preventoria as well as lobbying governments and organising exhibitions and propaganda.  This talk will analyse the only substantial attempt to establish a league in Ireland, when, in 1942, a group of Irish doctors came together with the intention of founding a national anti-tuberculosis league with both lay and medical participation.

Using the surviving records of the founding group, the year-long preparation to found an Irish national league will be examined.  The interdenominational coterie of doctors, brought together by Dorothy Price, who was inspired by the Swedish experience, transcended the border between the north and south of Ireland as well as the religious divide that defined so many activities in the Free State.  The public launch of the league was aborted following the intervention of the Catholic archbishop of Dublin, Dr McQuaid, in February 1943.  To date, the historiography has largely focused on the significance of the church intervention, however a systematic assessment of the aims of the league has yet to be developed.  This paper will look at these aims and achievements of the Irish league and compare them with what was achieved in other countries.  

Philomena Gorey

BIOGRAPHY

Philomena Gorey is researching a PhD at the Centre for the History of Medicine at University College Dublin on the regulation of Irish midwives from c. 1600 to 1918.  Her essay, 'Managing midwifery in Dublin: practice and practitioners, 1700 - 1800' will be included in 'Medicine, Gender and the State' (forthcoming).

Paper presented:
Education or Registration?: The Role of The Royal College of Physicians of Ireland in Regulating Irish Midwives, 1902-1918  
Dr Tom Feeney

BIOGRAPHY

Tom Feeney is IRCHSS Post-Doctoral Fellow in the Centre for the History of Medicine, UCD. His project is entitled 'The politics of mental health in independent Ireland: the making and unmaking of the Mental Treatment Act, 1945'. He is the author of Sean MacEntee: a political life (Irish Academic Press, 2009) and has a PhD from UCD. His main research interest is the political, cultural and social history of independent Ireland.

ABSTRACT

Dr Conn Ward and the Development of Mental Health Services in Independent Ireland 
This paper examines the significant role played by Dr Conn Ward, parliamentary secretary to the Minister for Local Government and Public Health, in the development of mental health services in independent Ireland. It particularly focuses on his role in framing the Mental Treatment Act of 1945. This act was the first attempt by the independent Irish state at comprehensive legislative reform in the area of mental health and involved the repeal of seven earlier acts, some dating back to 1821.

In 1944, Dr.Ward was given responsibility for the minister’s functions in relation to the public health section of the department. His appointment was a significant advance in public health reform, which was further enhanced by the constructive working relationship he developed with both his minister and the chief medical officer, Dr. James Deeny. The responsibilities delegated to Ward reflected the most urgent public health problems facing the state.

The need to reform the state’s mental health services had been widely accepted. The Report of the Commission on the Relief of the Sick and Destitute Poor (including the insane poor), 1927, recommended that ‘all the existing lunacy Acts be repealed and that new legislation take the form of an amending and consolidating Act.’ Once Ward was given the appropriate political support, this is what he set out to do.

This paper documents and assesses the response of policymakers to advances in mental healthcare internationally and their efforts to legislate for the modernisation of the mental health services in Ireland.

References

1. Kelly, Brendan.  ‘The Mental Treatment Act 1945 in Ireland: an Historical Enquiry’ in History of Psychiatry, 2008; 19; 47  

2. Robins, Joseph, Fools and Mad: a History of the Insane in Ireland (Dublin, 1986)
Professor O Conor Ward PhD MD FRCPI FRCP(G) FRCP FRCPCH
BIOGRAPHY

Prof Emeritus(Paediatrics) UCD.  Retired paediatric cardiologist.  Biographer of Dr John Langdon Down (RSM Press).  Publications include the history of the Royal Liverpool Children's Hospital. Founder member British Association for History of Paediatrics and Child Health.

ABSTRACT

The decline of rheumatic fever: reputations made and lost 
In 1869 Stokes noted that the severity of rheumatic fever had declined (1).  The decline continued worldwide (2).  In the UK the famous Taplow Hospital closed in 1967.  The trend accelerated when Collis discovered that rheumatic fever was provoked be streptococcal infection, and the subsequent use of prophylactic penicillin (3).  A traditional regime of prolonged bed rest came to be challenged in the 1960s (4).  St Gabriel’s, a 100 bed hospital for girls with rheumatic fever opened in Dublin in 1951, supervised by Dr Monica Lea Wilson.  

In 1962 a family doctor requested independent evaluation of a St Gabriel’s patient who had been kept in bed for two years.  She had no organic heart disease, but had developed talipes from the pressure of bedclothes.  She went home POR.  Subsequently 27 other children were re-evaluated and went home, many with psychological sequelae.  Bed numbers fell to 50 and the hospital closed in 1968.  

Dr Lea Wilson qualified in medicine in 1928 at the age of 41.  Her husband, a highly regarded RIC officer, had been assassinated in 1920, being accused of mistreating prisoners in 1916.  Dr Lea Wilson had no listed postgraduate training.  A medical recluse, she was better known in ecclesiastical than in academic circles.  She is remembered for having donated a wrongly ascribed £8.50 painting to the Jesuit Order, later recognized as a Caravaggio, worth £2 million.  
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Dr Susan Mullaney MB MA

BIOGRAPHY

While still practising as an Ophthalmologist, Susan completed an MA in the History of Medicine at the Wellcome Centre in London, in 2008. She is currently researching the influence of the Enlightenment on 18th century Irish medicine, in order to pursue a PhD degree, in University College Dublin.

ABSTRACT

The Irish Apothecaries Act of 1791: The First Nationwide Regulation of Apothecaries in the British Isles 

St Lukes Guild of Apothecaries of Dublin received its charter in 1745. It achieved independence from the Guild of Barber-surgeons and Peruke wigmakers with a view to regulating the business of the apothecaries in the city of Dublin.

Similar to the guilds in England and Scotland at the time, its remit did not extend to any other part of the country.

This would change with the enactment of the Apothecaries Act of 1791, when legislation was passed which allowed for nationwide regulation of apothecaries.

Henceforth, registration of all apprentices, journeymen and masters was compulsory, supported by statutory fines and if necessary the prosecution of offenders. 

This legislation was innovative and unique in the British Isles at the time, and was the first attempt to regulate the certification and thus indirectly the education of apothecaries, on a countrywide basis.

It heralded a new era of regulation in the Irish medical world. 

References

3. Mullaney, Susan. ‘The Poorman’s Comfort’: The Apothecaries in the Medical World of Dublin, 1745-95.  MA Thesis, Wellcome Centre, London, 2008.
Professor Thomas Baskett MB FRCS (Ed) FRCS (C) FRCOG DHMSA
BIOGRAPHY

Tom Baskett was born in Belfast, Northern Ireland, and educated at Belfast Royal Academy and the Queen’s University of Belfast.  He qualified in medicine in 1964 and did six years postgraduate training in surgery, obstetrics and gynaecology, and general practice in Northern Ireland.  In 1970 he moved to Winnipeg General Hospital.  During this time he also acted as travelling consultant to the Central Canadian Arctic with the Northern Medical Unit of the University of Manitoba.  Since 1980, he has lived and worked in Halifax, Nova Scotia, where he is a professor of obstetrics and gynaecology at Dalhousie University.

He is a past president of the Society of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists of Canada and of the Canadian Gynaecological Society.

In 1997 he completed the Diploma in the History of Medicine from the Worshipful Society of Apothecaries of London and was awarded the Maccabean Prize and the Osler Medal.  He was the 2008 History Fellow of the American College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists.  He has published articles and books on clinical obstetrics and gynaecology and on the history of medicine.

ABSTRACT

Frank Pantridge and the Origins of Pre-hospital Coronary Care
Frank Pantridge (1916-2004), a son of Ulster, developed the speciality of cardiology in Northern Ireland in the latter half of the 20th Century.  Along with his senior house officer, John Geddes, he found that many patients died during the delay between onset of symptoms of myocardial infarction and admission to hospital.  They also showed that properly organised resuscitation teams in hospital reduced the mortality from cardiac arrest and that correction of ventricular fibrillation was central to this success.  Combining these two facts, in 1966 they developed the first mobile coronary care team using an ambulance equipped with a defibrillator as the first response to patients with possible myocardial infarction in the Belfast district.  The first 'mobile' defibrillator weighed 70kg and Pantridge was later to develop a genuinely portable defibrillator weighting some 3kg to deliver a direct current (DC) shock.

This lecture will cover the evolution of coronary care and the role played by Frank Pantridge.  His extraordinary life as a student, soldier, physician, teacher, innovator and eccentric will be reviewed.  

References
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Dr Stuart Anderson MA PhD FRPharms
BIOGRAPHY

Dr Stuart Anderson is Associate Dean of Studies at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, and senior lecturer in the history of pharmacy in the Centre for History in Public Health. He has published extensively on the history of pharmacy in Britain, and is the editor of ‘Making Medicines: A Brief History of Pharmacy and Pharmaceuticals’, published in 2005. He is a former chair of the Society for the Social History of Medicine, and is currently vice-president of the International Academy for the History of Pharmacy. He is a Fellow of the Royal Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain, and a former president of the British Society for the History of Pharmacy.
ABSTRACT

The Movement of Medicines Between India and Britain 1857 to 1947  
Britain’s involvement in India led to many drugs of Indian origin entering British medical practice. Many of these achieved official status by inclusion in successive editions of the British Pharmacopoeia. The drugs imported into Britain from India were mainly crude drugs of plant origin, used as raw materials in a wide range of both official and proprietary medicines. 

Four drugs dominated the trade: in 1929 87,000 lbs of opium were imported into Britain for the manufacture of morphine and other drugs; in 1886-87 1,286,900 lbs of cinchona were exported from Madras, most destined for Britain; in 1918-19 6,961,696 lbs of nux vomica were exported mainly to Britain for the extraction of strychnine; and in 1917-18 some 4,945,360 lbs of senna were exported from India to Britain. 

But the traffic in drugs was not one way. In the days before the Raj large quantities of drugs were shipped from Britain to India by the East India Company. Considerable quantities of finished medicines were sold in the English pharmacies that sprang up all over India. By the start of the twentieth century Britain was supplying nearly two thirds of all the proprietary medicines used in India.   

This paper demonstrates that the movement of medicines between India and Great Britain was in both directions; that the nature and extent of the medicines trade varied over time; and that eventually the influence of British medicines in India diminished as competition from other countries increased and India developed its trade links and manufacturing capacity. 
References

1. Singh H (2001) ‘The Overseas Drug Trade in Colonial India’, Pharmaceutical Historian, 31,1 4-9.
2. Kumar A (1998) Medicine and the Raj: British Medical Policy in India, 1835-1911, New Delhi: Thousand Oaks, Sage Publications.

Peter G Homan

BIOGRAPHY

Peter Homan is a Retired community pharmacist, Fellow of the Royal Pharmaceutical Society, Member of the International Academy for the History of Pharmacy, and Honorary Secretary of the British Society for the History of Pharmacy.  He has previously made presentations at BSHM Conferences.
ABSTRACT

100 Years of Secret Remedies 
In 1909 the British Medical Association published a book entitled ‘SECRET REMEDIES; what they cost and what they contain’.  The aim was to discredit popular proprietary medicines in the eyes of the public.  This paper examines the book and its effect on the sales of Over The Counter medicines to the general public.
References
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Marjorie EM Allison MD FRCP
BIOGRAPHY

Dr Marjorie E M Allison graduated from the University of Glasgow in 1966.  Now retired from her career as Senior Lecturer and Consultant Nephrologist she has spent the past 14 years helping to establish and deliver the university's 'new' undergraduate curriculum.  She has always been fascinated by the lessons to be learnt from a knowledge of and reflection upon the medical life and times of our past, not only that of famous men and women, but also by the ordinary practitioner and the communities in which they lived and practised.  Her department is located in the new, state of the art, Wolfson Medical School Building in Glasgow and the need for a small, dedicated medical museum for the students on site was obvious to many.  She has used various memorabilia inherited from doctors in her family to form the basis of the first exhibition in the new permanent MicroMuseum which she has now been able to set up in the atrium of the Medical School.

ABSTRACT

Voices from the Past: Creating a MicroMusuem for Medical Undergraduates  
In the University of Glasgow the Medical Faculty now occupies a purpose-built Medical School building which opened in 2002.  From the start there was an obvious need for a readily accessible, small, but specific, medical museum in the Medical School itself.  

About three years ago I started to look at my own collection of medical memorabilia with a view to creating a simple little museum preferably in the atrium of the Medical School building.  I started with a simple desire to show something of the life and times of a 'country surgeon' from my family, James Bouglas, who lived and worked as surgeon and apothecary in a local village from 1826 until his death in 1882.

In 2008 after three years of facinating detective work in various archives and museums I realised that I needed professional help to present his story successfully and to create a permanent small museum in the Medical School building.  With the help of a small grant from the Chancellor's Fund and using money inherited from my parents I have been able not only to have all of the memorabilia professionally conserved but also employ the expertise of a museum design company, Studio SP, Edinburgh.  Together, we have created a MicroMuseum in the Medical School which was opened by the Chancellor, Sir Kenneth Calman, in March 2009.  Feedback has been very positive.

My presentation with tell the tale of my discoveries and illustrate the finished MicroMuseum in detail.

References
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 Dr Susan Kelly PhD
BIOGRAPHY

Dr Susan Kelly is an associate of the the Centre for the History of Medicine in Ireland.  Her PhD was entitled 'Suffer the Little Children: Childhood Tuberculosis in the North of Ireland 1865 to 1965'.  Her academic interests include History of Medicine, particularly tuberculosis and polio, history of child health and local history.
ABSTRACT

Trials and Tribulations.  Sanocrysin and Streptomycin: Drug Therapy for Tuberculosis 
The emergence of drug resistant tuberculosis and even extensive drug resistant tuberculosis (XDR-TB) has meant some tuberculosis patient must again take drugs, which have not been tested in randomised trials.  Many of these patients already have advanced disease requiring prolonged treatment and the second line drugs available are weak and toxic.  In other words, for these tuberculosis patients, the situation is as it would have been before the discovery of streptomycin.  The history of a search for chemotherapeutic treatment for tuberculosis is one of pain and side effects.  With drug therapy there is always a balance between benefits and risk.  This paper will look at a regional response to two drugs, the much-maligned sanocrysin and the 'wonder' drug streptomycin.  It highlights the involvement of the patient in these trials initially using medical papers to reveal to sanocrysin experience of a child in the 1920s.  The streptomycin experience, relating to the 1940s, 50s, and 60s is explored using oral history interviews.  

Dr John WK Ward MB ChB FRCPEdin FRCGP
BIOGRAPHY

John W K Ward is a retired medical practitioner from Oxfordshire. He is a past president of both the Osler Club of London and the BSHM. A lifelong Johnsonian he is a contributing member of both the London and Lichfield Johnson Societies. His main historical interests are in Johnson, Osler, 18th century British Medicine and 19th century French medicine.  He has lectured widely in the UK and USA on Medicine, Family Practice, Medical History and Johnsonian topics.  
ABSTRACT

Shared Genius – Samuel Johnson and William Osler 
Samuel Johnson and William Osler were both academic giants in their own times, polymaths and acknowledged as such in life and thereafter. Both became the subjects of Pulitzer prize-winning biographies. Osler knew Johnson’s life and works well and would quote frequently from him with appreciation.

Osler personified all that was best in medicine yet was baptised in literature and philosophy and Johnson, a literary genius was only too aware of all things medical. There are many parallels between them – a Christian / humanistic approach, early exposure to literature, love of the same writers such as Shakespeare, Browne and Burton, encyclopaedic retentive memories, “clubbability”, prodigious literary outputs including what became standard works and authorship of multiple biographies. They both continue to attract hero-worship and are the subject of multiple articles and lectures.  

This paper seeks to illustrate and analyse the areas of similarity and difference.  

References

1. The Life of Samuel Johnson. James Boswell. 1791

2. The Works of Samuel Johnson, LL.D. Arthur Murphy. 1825

3. The Anatomy of Melancholy. Robert Burton.  11th Edition. 1813

4. Religio Medici. Thomas Browne. 1635

5. The Life of Sir William Osler.  Harvey Cushing. Oxford. 1925

6. William Osler. A Life in Medicine.  Michael Bliss. OUP. 1999

7. The Collected Essays of Sir William Osler.  John McGovern and Charles Roland. Gryphon Editions. 1985

Dr Mary Muldowney

BIOGRAPHY

Dr. Mary Muldowney is a Research Associate at the Centre for Contemporary History at Trinity College Dublin. She is the author of The Second World War and Irish Women. An Oral History (2007) and Trinity and its Neighbours. An Oral History (2009). She is currently researching the history of how contraception was treated in twentieth century Ireland in terms of the curricula and practice of medical schools . 
ABSTRACT

‘The Desired Modification of Thought and Behaviour’.  A Eugenicist’s Journey from Belfast to North Carolina 
This paper will consider the writing of Belfast woman Moya Woodside, in light of contemporary family planning policy and practice in the United Kingdom and the United States. She was a lifelong promoter of birth control as part of public health policy and a Fellow of the British Eugenics Society. The paper will focus on three key periods of Woodside’s working life in the middle of the twentieth century.

From 1937 to 1942, Woodside was honorary secretary of the Belfast branch of the Society for Constructive Birth Control. She was also a home visitor for the Belfast Welfare Committee, enabling her to observe the health of Belfast’s poor, which she recorded in the Mass-Observation diary that she maintained in the early years of the Second World War.

Between 1942 and 1946, Woodside held a Commonwealth Fellowship at the London School of Economics, where she qualified as a psychiatric social worker. She collaborated with Dr. Eliot Slater on studies of marriage relations (including family planning practices) in two groups of former soldiers admitted to a wartime emergency hospital in Surrey.
 One group, described as ‘normal’, was treated for physical conditions while the second group, the ‘neurotics’ was treated for nervous problems.

In 1947, Woodside became a researcher at the Institute for Social Science in the University of North Carolina, where she studied the state’s eugenic sterilisation programme. In the book that she wrote about her research
, Woodside concluded that the North Carolina sterilisation policy was a useful exemplar for dealing with the ‘mentally defective’, whom she identified as a drain on society’s resources. 

References

1. Mass-Observation diary MO 5462, 21st March 1940 to 4th November 1941. 
2. Eliot Slater and Moya Woodside, Patterns of Marriage. A Study of Marriage Relationships in the Urban Working Classes. Cassell & Company Limited, London, 1951.
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Dr Muldowney is bringing her books ‘The Second World War and Irish Women: An Oral History’ (2007) and ‘Trinity and its Neighbours’ (2009) for display.

Dr David Wright
BIOGRAPHY

Having worked in Edinburgh as a Consultant Anaesthetist with an interest in Intensive Care, David has now retired from the NHS and is able to spend more time on his interests in the history of medicine. This has included supervising medical student projects and learning more about various aspects of Scottish medical history. He has had much pleasure in investigating Edinburgh’s rich collections of material, including those relating to the life and times of James Simpson, one of its more notable 19th Century characters.  
ABSTRACT

James Y Simpson and Ireland 
This paper looks at the connections which James Simpson had with Ireland and the Irish. When he started at Edinburgh University in 1827, many of his fellow students were Irish and during his professional life he visited Ireland on several occasions. 
Documents in the Simpson Collection at the Royal College of Surgeons in Edinburgh have been searched for references to Ireland and correspondence with, amongst others, Fleetwood Churchill, William Montgomery, William Stokes and William Wilde, has been examined.
A picture emerges of various aspects of Simpson and his life, his ambition, his willingness to learn, the breadth of his interests, his ability to make friends and his ability to make enemies. The letters also illustrate some of the features of life in Ireland, particularly in Dublin, at this time.
Some other points in the relationship between Ireland and Scotland are briefly explored.
References
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Dr Edward Cockayne DHMSA
BIOGRAPHY

Dr Edward Cockayne qualified in medicine from Guy’s Hospital in London, and for nearly thirty-four years he was a GP in rural Suffolk. When he retired he took the course leading to the Diploma of the History of Medicine with the Society of Apothecaries and has since co-edited a book for the Suffolk Records Society entitled Stutter’s Casebook. He is editor of the website Suffolk Medical Biographies and secretary of the Suffolk Medical History Society. He last came to Ireland for the Ireland/England Rugby International in Dublin earlier this year, but he hopes that he will leave the BSHM conference in a happier state of mind than he did the game in February.

ABSTRACT

Suffolk Medical Biographies  (www.suffolkmedicalbiographies.com)  
This is a database of the biographical details of medical men and women who practised in Suffolk from the eleventh century until 1900. The research was done by the late Dr David van Zwanenberg (1922-91) who started collecting material for his biographies in the early 1970s, but who unfortunately died before he could publish his work. His widow donated his papers to the Suffolk Record Office, where Dr Edward Cockayne came upon them when he was preparing his dissertation for the DHMSA in 2000. There were thirteen volumes of A4 files containing biographical information about doctors who had once practised in Suffolk, all carefully referenced.
With the aid of a grant from the Friends of the Wellcome Library and donations from the Suffolk Family History Society, the British Society for the History of Medicine, and others, Dr Cockayne arranged for a local computer business to design a database to accommodate the Suffolk Medical Biographies. He then used some of the money which had been donated to pay others to type the material collected by Dr van Zwanenberg on to the database. As the work proceeded he checked many of the original references and added a great deal of new information. This process still continues, and all has been achieved under the financial umbrella of the Suffolk Records Society, which has acted as banker for the project.

The website can be seen at www.suffolkmedicalbiographies.com , sponsored by the Suffolk Medical History Society. 
By the same author:

1. ‘Stutter’s Casebook; A Junior Hospital Doctor, 1839-1841’.  Edited by EE Cockayne & NJ Stow. Published by Boydell and Brewer, Woodbridge, Suffolk, on behalf of the Suffolk Records Society, 2005

Heather Sheard B Comm M Ed
BIOGRAPHY

Heather Sheard, Bachelor of Commerce, Master of Education, University of Melbourne.  She is currently undertaking a PhD entitled The Milk of Human Kindness: the life and vision of Dr Vera Scantlebury Brown at the Australia Centre, University of Melbourne.
After retiring as an Assistant Principal in a Secondary College Heather completed a Master’s degree by documenting the story of Victoria’s Baby Health Centres, 1917-1950.  This work was published last year as All The Little Children: the Story of Victoria’s Baby Health Centres.  In researching this history she discovered the amazing work and fortitude of many early Australian women doctors and nurses and is attempting to give them some recognition in her research, writing and speaking.

ABSTRACT
‘A Kaleidoscopic Existence’. Dr Vera Scantlebury, Australian Woman War Surgeon in London, 1917-1919 
At the declaration of War in August 1914 there were approximately 125 Australian women who had qualified as medical practitioners.  Despite the fact that neither the Australian Army Medical Corps (AAMC) or the Royal Army Medical Corps (RAMC) would allow the enlistment of female doctors, nineteen or twenty Australian women acted as war surgeons in England and Europe, throughout the War.  Twenty seven year old Vera Scantlebury sailed on the SS Morea in February 1917 to join fellow Australian doctors Eleanor Bourne, Elizabeth Hamilton-Brown, Emma Buckley and Rachel Champion at the Endell Street Military Hospital in Covent Garden, London.

Opportunities for women doctors had blossomed with the departure of many male doctors to War and by 1916, Vera was the Medical Superintendent of the Royal Children’s Hospital in Melbourne.

· Why did Vera, and other female colleagues, leave these hard won positions to go to war?

· How did the nature of the work affect her identity and outlook?

· What did she take from these experiences into her future career and how was it affected by her wartime work?

· Overall, were these women advantaged by their war work as surgeons or did their contribution actually harm their careers?

Dr Vera Scantlebury Brown would become the first female head of a government department in Victoria when she was appointed as the Director of the new Department of Infant Welfare in 1926.  Was her life always ‘a kaleidoscopic existence’?
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Dr Adrian Thomas BSc FRCP FRCR FBIR
BIOGRAPHY

Dr Adrian Thomas is the Honorary Librarian of the British Institute of Radiology, Honorary Secretary and President Elect of the Osler Club of London.  He edits the journal ‘The Invisible Light’ for the British Society for the History of Radiology (he is also the immediate past-Chairman).  Dr Thomas is Consultant Radiologist to the Princess Royal University Hospital in South London.
ABSTRACT

Digital Skiagraphy: The Digitisation of the British Journal of Radiology
The British Journal of Radiology is one of the great medical journals and has chronicled the development of radiology from its earliest days.  The project of making the journal available on-line is an exciting one and is a major achievement.  The on-line content starts with the New Series of the British Journal of Radiology, which was published from 1928 as the journal of the then recently amalgamated British Institute of Radiology and Röntgen Society.  The older journals will follow on-line in due course.  The journal started its life in May 1896 as the Archives of Clinical Skiagraphy.  There were three issues and for the fourth the title was changed to the Archives of Skiagraphy.  The journal was adopted by the Röntgen Society which developed into the British Institute of Radiology.  The journal developed into the modern British Journal of Radiology.  Both the Institute and the Journal have changed their natures to ensure that they meet the special needs of each generation.  In 1987 the Presidential Address was given by Professor Roger Berry from the Middlesex Hospital who said, “We are here today because the basic framework is right.  Our strength is in our diversity, our future is in our enthusiasm.”  This has remained true throughout the long history of the British Journal of Radiology and will continue into the future.  The development of the British Journal of Radiology will be reviewed and discussed.  
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Eleni Thalassinou is a graduate of the nursing school of the University of Athens.  She also has a Master’s Degree in Public Health in Nursing School of the University of Athens and is a PhD Candidate in Medical School of the University of Athens.
ABSTRACT

From the Italian ‘Provveditor Alla Sanità’ to the British ‘General Resident of Health’: The Experience of Plague Prevention in Ionian Islands 1815-1864 (Authors: E Thalassinou, C Tsiamis, E Poulakou-Rebelakou, A Hatzakis).  
From the 14th until the 19th century, the Italian cities had suffered periodic plague outbreaks. The major Italian states in order to prevent plague created boards of Public Health “Magistracies”, which imposed regulations consisted of four major elements: (1) policing of human movement by the use of marine or land quarantine; (2) compulsory burial of the plague dead and the destruction of their possessions; (3) isolation of sick people in pest-houses and their families in their houses; (4) the taxation of the local community to provide medical service and food supplies to the pest-houses. The plague preventive system though was mainly based upon the Venetian model of the quarantine. In every island under the Venetian rule, such as the Ionian Islands, existed the Sanitary Officers: the Health Proveditor “Provveditore alla Sanità”, the Health Director “Priore”, the Secretary “Cancellier alla Sanità”, the Assistant “Coadiutor di Sanità” and the Temporary Assistants “Inspettori”. 
After the Treaty of Paris (1815), the Ionian Islands accorded a nominal independence, under the British Protection. The British preserved the Venetian Sanitary model under the direction of the General Resident of Health, a personal selection of the High Commissioner of the Ionian Isles. The British innovations upon the Venetian system, such as the re-organization of the old lazarettos, the marine sanitary procedures, the determination of the quarantine duration, the increased number of the physicians and medical officers, resulted in a satisfactory defense against plague epidemics in the Ionian Islands during the 19th century. 
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Dr Matthews was awarded the DHMSA in 1996 and ‘A’ level History of Art in 2004, is a Cytohistopathologist in Kingston Hospital, Surrey, life member of the History of Pathology Society, treasurer of the BSHM and soon to be President of the History of Medicine section of the RSM. She has published articles on the history of cell theory, William Hunter and women, a British perspective of the history of anatomy and short biographies of Rokitansky, Baillie, and Brodie. Her lecture portfolio includes a study of medical artist Jan van Rymsdyk, presented to the RSM in 2007, and histories of the autopsy, cytology and cell theory. She reviews medical historical books for the Royal College of Pathologists.
ABSTRACT

Cells, Cytology and Cytodiagnosis  
The specialty of Cytology is relatively new and still not fully accepted or understood. Its existence is based on acceptance of the cell theory (in the latter half of the nineteenth century), the development of suitable microscopes and sampling equipment, staining techniques and dissemination of knowledge amongst pathologists and clinicians of its uses and limitations. From Leeuwenhoek’s groundbreaking but isolated observations of sperm nearly three centuries passed before Papanicolaou and Babes presented the  basis of diagnostic and screening gynaecological cytology.  During that time many microscopists and botanists worked to define the cell, Virchow announced the pathological cell and Europe, particularly Scandanavia, developed practical diagnostic techniques. I propose to review these strands of development and how they have shaped the conduct of cytodiagnosis.
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Dr Ruth Reed is a Specialty Registrar in Psychiatry in Oxford Deanery. 
TITLE
The Causation of ‘Childhood Insanity’ – Vies of the Medical Profession in 19th Century Britain  
Dr Mamoun Mobayed
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Dr Mamoun Mobayed is an Associate Specialist Psychiatrist with Belfast Health & Social Care Trust.  He is also an Honorary Lecturer in History of Islamic Medicine at Queen’s University Belfast.
ABSTRACT

A Psychiatric Manuscript from the 9-10th Century (3rd-4th Islamic Century)
“Masalih Al-Abdan wal-Anfos” or “The benefits of the bodies and the psyches” is a significant manuscript which is sometimes called the “Two Articles”, by Abu Zaid Ahmad bin Sahel Al-Balkhi (235-322/ 849-943). 
In the first section of the book, Al-Balkhi talks about the maintenance of physical health, and in the second, the maintenance of psychological health. 

This manuscript is dated from the late 3rd early 4th Islamic century, 9th-10th AD, and is regarded among the first in the medical Islamic writings on the maintenance of health. It is also the first to allocate a special section on mental health, and the first to combine the psychological health with the physical in one medical manuscript.

There are only two surviving copies of this manuscript, both in Arabic-the language of science and especially medicine at that time. Both copies are complete and in excellent conditions. 

Al-Balkhi, from Balkh in the northern part of current Afghanistan, himself was aware of the significance of this work as he wrote at the beginning of the section on psychological health: “Discussion on this topic is not what physicians are used to in their books on physical illness and treatments.”    

This paper will highlight the psychiatric section of the manuscript, the descriptions and classifications Al-Balkhi used which are surprisingly close to our modern understanding of mental health, psychiatric disorders and various psychological treatments.

Kerry Maxwell MA MPhil
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Kerry was born in Enniskillen in Co. Fermanagh, Northern Ireland and received her early education at Jones’ Memorial and Enniskillen Integrated Primary Schools, and later Enniskillen Collegiate Grammar School.  

She is a mature student of medicine, having received a First Class degree in English Literature from the University of Edinburgh and a Masters in Anglo-Irish Literature from Trinity College Dublin before taking up medical studies at Queen’s.  She has long had a keen interest in exploring the relationship between the Sciences and the Arts and Humanities, based on the feeling that the dichotomy often made between them is misleading and detrimental to both.

Outside of academia Kerry has been involved in sport since her school days, rowing and then taking up rugby at university.  She has had the honour of representing the Scottish Students and senior Ulster rugby teams and was on the Irish women’s Six Nations squad for 2006-2007.  She also has a keen interest in reading of all sorts and in independent travel, having been to much of Europe, Turkey, Russia, Australia and Nepal during university holiday periods.

ABSTRACT
Culture and the Corporal: A History of Anatomy from the Renaissance to the Present Day
Human anatomy is, fundamentally, a search for self-knowledge, and the anatomists who have looked into the human body over the course of history have seen reflected in it not only their own physical form but their philosophical and cultural beliefs, their professional purposes and their modes of understanding too.  In my presentation I explore the changing place of anatomical study within society and its varying relationships with the worlds of art, religion and philosophy over the past six hundred years.  

My focus is on European and British anatomy and anatomists.  I have picked out salient historical figures and examples for succinct discussion of themes which include: how the treatment of female genitalia in Vesalius’ Fabrica illustrates the contingency of apparently self-evident anatomical truths; anatomy’s close relationship with Renaissance and later Dutch Realist artistic movements; the titillating and edifying public anatomy lessons of the 17th and 18th centuries; Burke and Hare and the 1832 Anatomy Act; and 20th century legislation and sequesterisation of anatomy within medical institutions.  

I conclude the presentation by exploring the controversial work of perhaps our most well known modern-day anatomist Gunther von Hagens, in which we can see many of these historical themes echoed and reworked with a post-modern twist.
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Dr Hawkins MD, FRCP is the senior neurologist in Belfast.   A reader in clinical neurology at Queen’s University Belfast, he works as a consultant neurologist in three hospitals. In 2005-6 he was President of the Ulster Medical Society.  He has had an interest in MS research for over 30 years, and has published extensively in the field.  He contributes to the teaching of the history of medicine in the medical school.

ABSTRACT
Sir Hans Sloane 1660-1753 
Sir Hans Sloane was born in Killyleagh, Co Down, the seventh and last son of Alexander Sloane, who was of Scottish ancestry and had a long association with James Hamilton, Earl of Clanbrassil who had acquired the castle in Killyleagh and extensive estates in east Down.  The Hamilton family took an interest in the education of the Sloane children, and much of the early tuition of Hans was conducted within the library of Killyleagh Castle.  In 1679 he moved to London to study medicine and botany.  In 1683 he continued his studies in Paris and Montpellier, and graduated from the University of Orange.  On his return to London, he became a protégé of Thomas Sydenham.  In 1687 he was appointed physician to the Duke of Albemarle and surgeon to the West Indes fleet.  While in Jamaica he added countless specimens to his collections, continuing a lifetime passion.  He also invented milk chocolate when there.  Following the untimely death of the duke, he returned to London and built up a fashionable medical practice.  He married Elizabeth Langley, heiress of a wealthy city alderman, and widow of a sugar planter in Jamaica.  They set up house in Great Russell Street.  The family home accommodated his burgeoning collections of books, specimens and curiosities.  In 1685 he was elected a fellow of the Royal Society, later becoming the honorary secretary and president.  Following his death his collections were bought for the nation and formed the foundation of the British Museum.
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Dr Peter Martin is a graduate of University College Dublin and received his PhD from Trinity College Dublin. He is the author of Censorship in the Two Irelands 1922-39 (2006) and is writing a history of ‘Health and Medicine in Northern Ireland 1921-72’
ABSTRACT

Devolving Discrimination? The Mater Infirmorum Hospital and The NHS 1948-72
As Northern Ireland’s only Roman Catholic Voluntary Hospital, the Mater Infirmorum was in a unique position in relation to the NHS. Unlike similar institutions in Britain, the Mater was obliged to opt-out of the NHS system entirely if it wished to maintain religious control of its assets. The following decades saw a variety of attempted solutions which had significant implications for patients, the medical implications and the state. The Mater remained the most important hospital in North Belfast and the centre for the training of Catholic medical professionals. It was also funded by private subscriptions and football pools (the YP pools) which had a somewhat contradictory effect: on the one hand it could survive without state aid, on the other it became hard for the hospital to accept a contractual arrangement with the state which would diminish its ability to raise funds.

This paper will assess how the Mater’s unique status impacted on its ability to function as a hospital and how it affected the effectiveness of the NHS in Northern Ireland. It will also examine what the controversy tells us about the effect of devolution on welfare provision in a divided society.
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Robert received first class BA honours from Queen’s University Belfast, in Modern History in 2004.  He received a distinction in his Masters in British History, again from Queen’s, in 2005, and is currently a doctoral student in the School of History and Anthropology at Queen’s.  His thesis is a social and religious study of Ulster Presbyterians, and their political activities, during the period c. 1680-1730.  Groups considered in the thesis are Presbyterian ministers, gentry families, lawyers, doctors, merchants, the lower orders and the poor.  The written part of the thesis is now complete and will be submitted early in March, with a view to graduating in July 2009.
ABSTRACT

Presbyterian and Medical Practice in Late Stuart and Early Hanoverian Ulster 
In the early modern period patient had a variety of options available to them when requiring medical advice or treatment.  This paper will consider the social background, training and education of Presbyterian medical practitioners in Ulster, including physicians, surgeons, apothecaries and midwives.  It will also consider the engagement of Ulster Presbyterians with the Dublin-based Royal College of Physicians, and medical practice in Ulster, c. 1680-1740.

Presbyterians were involved at all levels of the medical profession.  Belfast was particularly well served by medical practitioners, but there were also Presbyterian physicians active in counties Antrim, Armagh, Donegal, Londonderry and Tyrone.  The physicians held a university degree and although many of the Presbyterian physicians had been educated at Leiden they usually chose to graduate from Rheims where the cost of graduation was less.  Surgeons and apothecaries trained through apprenticeship to an existing practitioner or through service in the armed forces.  Though most of the physicians in Ulster were not licensed by the Irish Royal College of Physicians, there was some involvement by Presbyterians in the affairs of the College.  The leading physicians enjoyed a high social status, married well, and were reasonably wealthy.  They sought to extend their medical knowledge through reading, experiment, observation and correspondence with leading London doctors such as Sir Hans Sloane and Dr David Hartley, as well as with the Philosophical Society of Edinburgh.
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Máire Áine Sheehan is currently in the 4th Year of my PhD at University College Cork under the supervision of Dr. David Edwards. Her thesis project, for which she was awarded a scholarship from the Irish Research Council for the Humanities and Social Sciences, investigates the fortunes of the Gaelic bards, brehons and physicians in the changed Ireland of the sixteenth and seventeenth century. Her research interests include patronage in the early modern period, the Gaelic professional classes, and Tudor and Jacobean history.

ABSTRACT

‘The Irish are better managed in sickness than the Italians who have a physician in every Village’, The Fennells and O’Mearas of Ormond and the state of medicine in Early Modern Ireland
Medicine in sixteenth and seventeenth century Ireland was characterised by the conflict between the traditionalist and scientific branches of the profession. My paper investigates this clash with reference to the careers of two Gaelic medical families, the Fennells and O’Mearas of Ormond. The careers of these two families encapsulate in microcosm the general state of medicine at the time.

This paper will cover four main areas:

1. The English/Continental medical education versus the Irish method, and their attitudes to each other.

2. Access to patronage and the relationship with the patron.

3. The decline of the native medical schools.

4. The reputation of the Gaelic physician abroad.

This paper also looks at an element of medical history not often studied, the life of the rural physician in the period just prior to the creation of the Royal College of Physicians. I discuss how, for a very long period, both scientific and folk medicine existed side by side and had equal merit.

The sixteenth and seventeenth centuries were some of the most traumatic years in Irish history, with the massive social, cultural and political upheavals culminating in the overthrow of the old Gaelic order and its replacement by the English colonial administration. An individual’s capacity to survive and thrive in this turmoil was closely connected to their ability to tailor their skills to the new reality. This can be seen in the careers of the Fennells and O’Mearas, Gaelic physicians in a changed Ireland.

References 

1. The Irish Fiants of the Tudor sovereigns

2. Irish Patent Rolls of James I

3. Household Accounts of Earl Walter Butler, NLI MS 2549 fol. 17a.

4. Kirkpatrick Biographical Files, Royal College of Physicians.

5. Dr. Aoibheann Nic Dhonnchadha, “The Medical School of Aghmacart, Queen’s County”, Ossory, Laois & Leinster 2 (2006)
Dr Margaret Ó’Hógartaigh

BIOGRAPHY

Dr Margaret  Ó’Hógartaigh is a first-class honours graduate of the National University of Ireland and was awarded a doctorate by University College, Dublin.  She lectures in history at the University of Limerick and is a fellow of the Royal Academy of Medicine in Ireland.  She was Fulbright Fellow and Professor at Boston College.  She is the author of ‘Kathleen Lynn, Irishwoman, Patriot, Doctor’, which was published by Irish Academic Press in 2006, and co-editor, with Margaret Preston, of ‘Gender and Medicine in Ireland, 1700-1963’ which will be published by Syracuse University Press in New York.  She has written over 40 articles and her work has been published in Australia, England, Ireland, the United States and New Zealand.
ABSTRACT
The Church of Ireland and Female Doctors in the Nineteenth Century  
Dr Ella Webb (née Ovenden), Katherine Maguire and Kathleen Lynn were all daughters of Church of Ireland clergymen who qualified as medical practitioners in the nineteenth century from the Catholic University Medical School at Cecilia Street, now the University College, Dublin, Medical School.  This paper will argue that fluid educational provision in nineteenth-century Ireland both impeded and facilitated Church of Ireland women who became physicians.  The failure of Trinity College, Dublin to grant women access to degrees until 1904 ensured that Protestant women entered the Catholic University in Dublin and were both welcomed by staff and ridiculed by fellow students.  Their success as students and physicians will be documented in this paper.
Dr Margaret  Ó’Hógartaigh’s book ‘Business Archival Sources for the Local Historian’ is due to be published in Autumn 2009 by Four Courts Press.
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David is currently a final year medical student at the University of Edinburgh. His interest in the history of medicine comes from his previous degree in History and Anglo-saxon, Norse and Celtic where, among other subjects, he wrote a dissertation on "Scientific and magical attitudes towards healing the body in Early Modern Europe", exploring the varying descriptions of the science/magic divide. He is particularly interested in medieval and early modern medicine/attitudes towards the body and mind but he has also published some research on the history of dentistry in the Roman Empire.
ABSTRACT

‘Lazy, slothful and indolent’: Medical and social perceptions of obesity to the eighteenth century: A thematic approach 
(Co-author Dr Rhian Fitzgerald, Royal Liverpool University Dental Hospital)
There is a considerable stigma associated with obesity, among healthcare professionals as well as the general population and which often leads to discrimination and weight bias. But why is there a stigma attached to obesity? The origin of this stigma has been identified in the 18th century but its roots lie much further back in history. There is some debate about how this negative perception of obesity arose and the role of medical professionals in its creation. This paper examines both positive and negative conceptions by following three major components of the modern stigma through from Palaeolithic statues to the medical texts of ancient Greece and Rome and the medieval period, finishing with the medical and literary sources of the 18th century ‘Enlightenment’. The modern perception of obesity originated in the social and scientific climate of the Enlightenment through the combination of three key themes; obesity as conspicuous consumption, associations with morality and excess, and as an outward representation of the soul. Each of these themes can be clearly identfied in the sources of previous historical periods. By the eighteenth century, these sentiments became amplified by, and disseminated through, the literary and media boom to create a recognisably modern stigma against the obese.
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Fiona Subotsky is an Emeritus Consultant Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist of the South London and Maudsley NHS Trust currently combining an interest in the history of psychiatry and medicine with study of "gothic" literature and film.  She is also Honorary Archivist of the Royal College of Psychiatrists.
ABSTRACT
Dracula’s Asylum and Sir William Thornley Stoker
Sir William Thornley Stoker (1845-1912) was a pioneering and prosperous Dublin surgeon who became President of the Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland. On the staff of the Richmond Hospital, he was also visiting surgeon to Swift's Hospital for the Insane. He considered himself to be the best friend of the medical superintendent of the Richmond Asylum, Dr Conolly Norman, and was indeed proposed by the latter for membership of the Medico-Psychological Society, whose meetings in Ireland Stoker occasionally attended.
Thornley Stoker was thus in an excellent position to advise his younger brother Bram on some of the features of asylum practice which were used in the novel Dracula. Thornley Stoker had a special interest in vivisection, being a government inspector for Ireland under the Vivisection Act, and also in trephination, an operation he was proud of being expert in; there is reference to both of these in Dracula. 
Unlike some other "gothic" texts, neither the lunatic asylum in Dracula nor its doctors are the source of evil threat, which is instead located next door in the ancient and decaying Carfax mansion, where Count Dracula has taken up residence. However, despite good intentions the "materialist" approach of the asylum owner, Dr Seward, finally proves inadequate for dealing with the power of the supernatural, and an even wiser doctor (Professor Van Helsing) has to be called in...  
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Connor Kelly is currently in his second year studying medicine at Queen’s University Belfast. He completed a student selected component in the History of Medicine in autumn semester 2008. He has thoroughly enjoyed studying the History of Medicine; especially as he has been able to examine a wide range of topics. Of special interest was a field trip visiting areas in Belfast involved in the history of the public health of the city.  Connor chose the history of the NHS as the topic for his module essay and presentation because healthcare was not always as accessible here as it is today as indeed it still isn’t in many other countries. This interested him in the reasons for forming the NHS and also how the service has evolved over the past sixty years.  
ABSTRACT

The History of the NHS 
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