President’s Report

Sue Weir thanked the subcommittee for their help with the Congress. She was

very grateful to Fiona Davidson for writing the Programme for the Congress; Pete

Starling for doing the Abstract Book; Derwent Swaine, as Treasurer for working

out the Congress Finances; and Liz Wood, from the Apothecaries for all the

Administrative work involving the registration.

Report for 2010-2011

No president can work without the help, support and encouragement from an

effective and well-organised secretary and thus my last year has been possible

through the hard work of the Hon. Secretary, Dr Fiona Davidson. To her go my

heartfelt thanks.

Dr Davidson organised the 2010 meeting of the Officers and Representatives

before the Poynter Lecture, which was given by Dr Ruth Richardson in March.

Dr Richardson’s lecture entitled: “Promiscuous & Inattentive Proceedings”, the

ethics and etiquette of patient care in the Georgian era” was hosted by the

Wellcome Library and was a well attended and hugely enjoyable evening, which

ended with a dinner at a local hostelry.

I am very grateful to Dr Tina Matthews for extending her time as Treasurer and

welcome Mr Derwent Swaine, our new Treasurer into the fold at the deep end

with the 24th Congress.

Since then the year has been busy with the planning of the 24th Congress. In

association with the Faculty of the History of Medicine and Pharmacy of the

Society of Apothecaries, we have been fortunate in having the very efficient Mrs

Elizabeth Wood as the Congress Administrator, working from the Faculty’s

office on a weekly basis. She has co-ordinated the registration of delegates whilst

Captain Pete Starling has nobly undertaken the processing of the Abstracts of the

presentations. This has involved many emails amongst the selection panel! I am

delighted to report on the high standard of papers and posters – the History of

Medicine is alive and well and flourishing, particularly amongst the medical

students.

It has been an ambition of mine to encourage more students to attend and display

posters at our Congresses and to this end we have been very successful. To date

there are 10 student posters. If the BSHM is to go forward then the students must

be helped both academically and financially. The John Blair Trust has supported

5 of these students for which I am most appreciative.

The topics for the 24th Congress were sent out, by email, to the secretaries of the

constituent societies in 2009 and 2010, I am concerned the information was not

passed on to all their members. Email is the cheapest and easiest way to

communicate but some of the larger societies would appear to have a problem

with this. It would be helpful perhaps to know, if a large mail shot were going out

in the summer for the next academic year, if it could include the details, (at least

the date), of the Poynter lecture in 2012, as well as the possible date of the 25th

Congress in 2013.

We are sad to loose our very helpful web-master this year, David Hawgood, who

has changed the Congress details without demur and made sure that the dates and

phone numbers are always highly visible and accurate – thank you David.

The 23rd meeting in Belfast was so very successful and enjoyable that I can only

hope that the 24th will equal it in some way – a hard act to follow! The organising

committee have worked tirelessly and willingly and to them I give my thanks but

the loudest thank you to Fiona Davidson and Liz Wood – it would never have

happened without you both.

Mrs Sue Weir, 17th June 2011

Secretary’s Report

My four- year Term of Office is coming to an end. It has been a very interesting

and exciting four years, with two delightful Presidents, David Wright and Sue

Weir, who could not have been more helpful, considerate and supportive. I am

very grateful.

I would like to thank The Wellcome Trust and Wellcome Library for their

generous support during my time. Frances Norton, the previous Head of the

Library, was very encouraging and helpful when I suggested that we extend the

Poynter Lecture into a half day Meeting, and invite the Students and Research

workers from the Wellcome, as well as the BSHM members and the Public.

I felt that it was unreasonable to expect people to travel from all over the UK or

from elsewhere, to attend a one hour evening lecture mid-week.

We advertised the afternoon to our Members to include: the current general

exhibitions displayed by the Wellome, a special mini-exhibition of rare books,

paintings, drawings or other artefacts, drawn from the Wellcome Collection,

which were related to the theme of the Poynter Lecturer’s talk.

The Library also provided the Society with a Pre-talk Reception and the

Auditorium.

The Poynter Lecture Meetings were a great success, due, of course, to the

eminent speakers, Professor Martin Kemp in 2008, and Dr Ruth Richardson in

2010, but also to; Frances Norton, the Head of the Library; Tracy Tillotson, the

Library Administrator; William Schupbach, the Iconographic Collections

Librarian; and John Aspin, Head of Research and Scholarship. I would also like

to thank David and Barbara Hawgood for their exceptional summaries of the two

lectures, which were put onto the website and which I also included in the

Minutes of the O/R Meetings.
We were honoured at the last Poynter Lecture to have in the audience three wellknown

medical historians, who came to listen to Dr Richardson: Pauline M. H.

Mazumdar, the Professor emeritus of the History of Medicine at the University of

Toronto, who is known especially for her work in the History of Immunology,

Genetics and Eugenics; Ann Crichton-Harris, who is known for her work on Dr

Christopherson and the cure for Bilharzia; and John Senders, a psychologist and

engineer, who works on patient safety and medical errors.

I would like to thank David Hawgood for his invaluable help as Web-master; he

will be greatly missed. Also, I would like to thank Ann Ferguson for her help and

support over the years to the O/R Committee and to me. Adrian Thomas and Ann

Ferguson have built up a very interesting collection of photographs of BSHM

events, all carefully annotated in albums, the result of hours of work. I would like

to thank Tina Matthews and Derwent Swaine for the difficult work of producing

Treasurer’s Reports and Mrs Elizabeth Wood for doing the Administrative work

for this Congress, not an easy task.

The call for Abstracts for the 24th Congress at Guildford has produced many

interesting Papers and Posters; hopefully all will enjoy the different sections and

visit.

Dr Fiona Davidson, Secretary to the BSHM, 31st July 2011.

As
Treasurer’s Report
Statement of Accounts for the Year April 2010- March 2011
INCOME





£


£




2010/2011
2009/2010

Subscriptions
830.00

960.00

Interest on Santander account
16.04

127.02

Total
846.04

1087.02
EXPENDITURE

Photo record
0

53.00

Secretarial
230.32

0

Website fees
35.11

0

International delegate
1382.00

0

Congress advances
1000.00

0

Total
2747.43

53.00

Balances at 31.3.2011


Balances at 31.3.2010

Barclays

17288.74

6478.06

Santander

0

12612.07

Decrease in Society’s Assets in 2010/2011


1801.39

THE POYNTER LECTURE fees for March 2010 will appear in the accounts for 2011/2012.

MEMBER SOCIETIES – subscriptions paid 2010/2011

History of Anaesthesia Society

Worshipful Society of Apothecaries

Bristol Medical Historical Society (SO)

Osler Club of London (SO)

Medical Sciences Historical Society (SO)

British Society for the History of ENT (SO)

Scottish Medical History Society

Liverpool Medical History Society

British Society for the History of Pharmacy

British Society for the History of Paediatrics & Child Health

RSM Section of the History of Medicine

Historical Medical Equipment Society

History of Medicine of Wales

Lindsay Society

Yorkshire Medical & Dental History Society

Army Medical Services Museum

Suffolk Medical History Society

Ulster Medical History Society

Wellcome Library

West Sussex History Medicine Society 


Treasurer’s comments for Financial Year 2010/2011

The deposit account held at Santander has been closed and the proceeds transferred to the current account with Barclays.  With the exceptionally low rates available for societies such as ours it is not much of an issue keeping everything in a current account.  Higher rates could be achieved if the Society were to achieve charitable status; however, initial enquiries have indicated that it might be difficult to do this without designated plans, which might not be appropriate.  Due to phasing of payments there was a modest decrease in the Society’s assets.  

In addition it should be noted that expenses for the 2010 Poynter Lecture will be incurred in the current year.

The BSHM is responsible for the finances of the Guildford Congress; the congress advance of £1000 is to a designated account for that purpose.

Derwent Swaine, Hon Treasurer, 26th July 2011

National Delegate’s Report

The 42nd World Congress of the ISHM was held successfully in Cairo from 9-13th

October 2010. As might have been expected in view of the location, there was an

emphasis on ancient medicine – Egyptian from Pharaonic times onwards, other

Islamic, and classical. Later interest in Egypt in other countries was also covered.

But papers were read on a wide range of other topics. Attendance was perhaps a

little disappointing.

The financing of the journal Vesalius is to be looked into. It is proposed that the

editorial board will have fewer and more active members and the choice of papers

will be left to the English and French language editors. Only selected papers from

the meetings will be printed; the rest of the proceedings will go on the website.

Prizes for the best papers are proposed, in two categories (young researchers and

professionals), though whether in the form of money, medal or diploma is not yet

decided.

A proposal to the Administrative Council to extend the official languages of the

Society (restricted from the beginning to English and French) to include Spanish

was rejected on the grounds that there would be lots of other claimants.

The V1 Meeting of the ISHM will be held in Barcelona on 7-10th September

2011. The 43rd Congress of the ISHM will be held in Padua, Italy in 2012.

Geoffrey Davenport, National Delegate, report tabled 31st August 2011

Webmaster’s Report 2010-2011

Here is my report as BSHM Webmaster.

I edited and published the 2010 Newsletter, with account of the Poynter lecture

and news from affiliated societies. I published preliminary and later full details of

the Guildford Congress. I published on the BSHM website advance information

from affiliated societies about their meetings. I obtained and published a few

book reviews, including one of a self-published e-book.

I have now been Webmaster for six years, and have decided that is enough, so I

am resigning. I have enjoyed doing this, and thank all those who have supplied

information. I will make sure that announcement of the 2012 Poynter Lecture gets

posted on the website if a new Webmaster has not taken over in time.

I have been asked for suggestions about any changes to the BSHM website. I

think we should have a blog that can have announcements made directly by the

secretary or an event organiser, without involving the Webmaster. These are

available free, and can be in addition to the main website, with a prominent link

from the main website to the blog. We should also make sure that any poster or

event announcement includes the blog address or web address, rather than an

email address of an organiser.

David Hawgood, Webmaster, 16th July 2011

The John Blair Trust Report

Report to BSHM meeting of Officers and Representatives 31 August 2011

1. The current Trustees are Dr Elizabeth Lazenby, Senior Trustee and Chairman,

Mr Robin Price, Honorary Secretary, Dr David Wright, Honorary Treasurer, Dr

Morrice McCrae (Ex Officio - Hon Treasurer, Scottish Society of the History of

Medicine) and Mrs Sue Weir (Ex Officio - President, British Society for the

History of Medicine 2009-2011).

The most recent Trustees’ meeting was on 8 April 2011, in Newcastle-upon-

Tyne. Trustees approved the documents, which need to be submitted annually to

the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator and agreed to the appointment of Mrs

Sue Weir as a Trustee, in her own right, when her ex officio role ended.

2. The assets of the Trust on 6 April 2011 were £24,590. This includes

investments of £22,034 and a balance of £2,556 in bank accounts. The income

during the period 01 October 2009 to 30 September 2010 was £860. £115 was

paid to Brewin Dolphin for expenses of investment management.

3. During the financial year 2009-2010 3 grants, each of £100, were made to

medical students.

a) One was to Joseph Fitchett of Imperial College, London, towards the costs

of books for a health and human rights lecture on ‘The Universal Declaration of

Human Rights and the Rebirth of Humanity’, in Krakow, (Poland), and towards

his examination for the Diploma in the History of Medicine of the Worshipful

Society of Apothecaries of London.

b) One was to Elizabeth Tuckwell of University College, London, towards the

costs of travel and photocopying associated with producing her dissertation Blood

transfusion during World War II
c) One was to Samantha Roper of the Peninsular Medical School towards the

expenses of travel and printing, incurred during the production of her dissertation

Understanding Epilepsy from the Renaissance to the Enlightenment.

4. There has been continuing progress in the activities of the Trust, since the

financial year 2008-2009, when no grants were made. The process of application

has been simplified and medical schools have been reminded on an annual basis

that funds are available for medical student, history of medicine, projects. In the

financial year 2009-2010 three grants of £100 were made and in the current

financial year, 2010-2011, grants totalling £610 have so far been made.

These include three grants of £100, to Najia Sultan and James Bowyer of

Imperial College and to Stephen Egas-Kitchener of Leeds, two grants of £50 each

to Ben Whittaker and James Bowyer of the Peninsula Medical School and six

grants of £35 each, for a day’s attendance at the 2011 BSHM Guildford Meeting,

to Rele Olugunde, Husain Khaki, Theresa Wright and Clio Franklin of Imperial

college, Zillah Cargill of King’s College and Jennifer Hands of Keele.

David Wright, 4 August 2011 On behalf of the Trustees of the John Blair Trust.
